
Sprlnt Ncxtcl 
2001 Edmund Hallev Drive 

Sprint 
Toaether with NEXlEL - 

Reston. VA 20191 

April 4,2007 

Via Electronic Submission 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ‘ ~  Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: Application of Sprint Nextel Corp. to Amend and Consolidate Its 
Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in Louisiana; 
CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Attached is an Order from the Louisiana Public Service Commission (“LPSC”) 
approving Sprint Nextel Corporation’s (“SN’) Petition to Amend and Consolidate its 
Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in Louisiana. 

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s Rules, this letter is being 
electronically filed with your office. Please associate this letter with the ahove- 
referenced proceeding. 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at (703) 592-7185. 

Respecthlly submitted, 

Todd B. Lantor 
Senior Counsel 

Enclosure 



LOUlSIANA PUBLJC SERVICE COMMISSION 

ORDER NO. U-29954 

SPRlNT NEXTEL CORPORATION, 
EX PARTE 

Docket No. U-29954 In Re: Applicdion of SprimI NrxIel Corporation to Amend and 
Camofidate I6 Drrignat?on as OK Ell#ible Tdeconmrunicatbm Carrier. 

(Decided at the March 21,2007 Business and Executive Session.) 
(Amends and Consolidates Order U-27509 and Order U-27289) 

Nature ofthe Case 

On January 31, 2007, Sprint Nextel Corporation ("Sprint Nextel") filed an application to 
amend and consolidate its existing designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
("'). This Commission har previously designated Sprint as an ETC for non-NI11 mas 
in Order No. U-27509', and Ncxtel Parmas as an ETC in ml areas in Order No. U-27289'. 
Since the time of the designation, SpMt and Nextel have merged and as a result, Sprint and 
Nextel Partners are both subsidiaries and affiliatas of Sprint Nextel Corporation. 
Additionally, the paaies have noted that in Sprint's original non-ml  application, it only 
mught ETC status in the EkIlSouth wire cenmB in which it provided service. By way of the 
current f i l i i  Sprint Nextel seeks 10 consolidate the misting ETC designations undcr the 
name of the parent company. Sprinl Nextel, and to expand the non-nual designation to cover 
the entirety of the BellSouth wire c c n t c ~  for which Sprint WBS designated. 

By way of the c m t  filing, Sprint Nextel reiterates the commitments made by both Sprint 
and Nextel P m e r s  in their original designations. Additionally, the Company mniims its 
compliance with the requirements of 47 USC 5 214(e) and 47 C.F.R 5 54.201. A timely 
inmention to Sprint Nextel's application was filed by the Small Company Commiltce of thc 
Louisiana Telecommunications Associatiou (WZC"). As statcd in the filin& the SCC "does 
wt oppose the Application of Sprint Nextel" and "is intavening as an Interested Party lo 
monitor the docket" only. Thus, there is IM opposition to the application as filed. and by 
agreement of the parties, this matter has proceeded on a Statflevel. 

Jurisdiction and Applicable Low 

The Commission exercises jurjsa'iotion over public utilities in Louisiana pursuant to the 
Louisiana Constitution Article N, Section 21(B), which states 

The commission shall regulate all common carrim and public utilities 
and have such other rcgulatory authority as provided by law. It shall 
adopt and enforce reasonable nrles, regulations and procedures 
necessary for the discharge of its duties, and shall have other powers 
and paform other duties as provide by law. 

Pursuant to the above authority, the Commission adopted the Regulations for Competition in 
the Local Teleeommunications Market, as most reoently amended in Appendix B to the 
General Order dated July 24,2002. As defined therein in Section 101, 

(6) Commercial Mobile Radio Service (CMRS) - a mobile senice that 
is: (axl) provided for profit. i.c, with thc intent of receiving 
compensation or monetary gain; (2) an interconnected service; and (3) 
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available IO the public, or to such classes of eligiblc users BS to bc 
effectively available to a subslantial portion of the public; or @) the 
functional equivalent of such a mobile seMce described in paragraph 
(a) of this definition. 47 CFR 8 20.3. as amended. CMRS includes 
“Radio Common Carriers: s that term is defined and used in La R.S. 8 
45:1500 el seq. 

(7) Commercial Mobile Radio SeMcc Provider - any pmon or entity’ 
engaged in the pmvision o fa  service that is a WIIXIICIC~~~ mobile radio 
service. CMRS provider includes “Radio Common Carriers: as that 
term is defined and used in L a  R.S. 5 45: 1500 el seq. 

The Commission is given broad p w a  to regulate telephone utilities and may adopt all 
rcasonablc and just rules, regulations, and ordus affecting or connectcd with tho scrvicc or 
operalion of such business? As stated previously. 41 U.S.C. 8 214(e)(2) grants the power to 
the state commissions to designate a common Carrier that meets the requirements of 47 
U.S.C. $214(c)(l)asan ETCforasrviceareaspccified bythccommimion. 

The requirements of 47 USC 8 214(e) me as follows: 

(1) Eligible telmmmunications carriers - A common carrier deaignnted 
as an eligible telewmmunicalions catrier under paragraph (2). (3, or (6) 
shall be eligible to receive universal savice support in accordance with 
section 254 of this title and shall. Uvoughout the service area for which 
the designation is received- 

(A) offer the seMces that are supprtcd by federal univusll service 
support mechanisms unda section 254(c) of this title, either using 
its own hcilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of 
another carrier’s services (iicluding the sovices offered by another 
eligible telefommunications carrier): and 

(B) advertise the availability of such services and the charges there 
for using media of general distlibution 

(2) Designation of eligible telewmmuniations carrim - A Sfate 
commission shall upon its own motion or upon request designate a 
common carria that meets the requirements of paragraph (I) as an 
eligible telecommunications carrier for a service area designated by the 
State commission. Upon rqucst and consistent with the public interest, 
convenience, and necessity. the State commission may, in the case of an 
a m  served by a nual telephone company. and shall, in the case of all 
0th- arens, dsignate more than one common carrier as an eligible 
telemmmunications carrier for a Service area designated by the State 
commission, so long as each additional requesting carrier meets the 
requirements of paragraph (I). Before daignating an additional eligible 
telmmmunications carrier for an area served by a m a l  telephone 
company. the State commission shall find that the designation is in the 
public interest. 

Ad, 
designation are contained in 47 C.F.R. 8 54.101, which provides as follows: 

onally, the supported services that must be provided as a requirement 

(a) Services designated for support. The following services or 
hctionalities shall be supported by federal universal sesVice 
support mechanisms: 

Voice grade access to the public switched network. “Voice gr@de 
access” is defined as a functionality ulat enables n user of 
telecommunications services to tranrrmit voice communications. 

(1) 

ETC 
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(PW 3 or 5 )  

including signaling the network that thc caller wishcs to place n 
call, and to receive voice eommunications. including receiving a 
signal indicating thcrc is an incoming call. For thc purposcs of 
this part, bandwidth for voicc grade access should be, at a 
minimum, 300 to 3,000 Hcrtz; 

Local usage. “Local usagc” menns M mount of minutes of USC 

of exchange service, prescribed by the Commission, provided 
free of charge to end users; 

Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent. 
“Dual tone multi-frequency” (DTMF) is a method of signaling 
that facilitates the VanSpOdatiOn of signaling through the 
network. shortening call set-up timq 

Single-party servicc or its functional equivalent. “Singlc-pruty 
service“ is telecommtmications service that permits users to ham 
cxclusivc usc of a winline subscriber loop or access line for 
each call placed, or, in the case of wirwlem telecommunications 
carriers, which use spechum shared among users to provide 
service, n dedicated message path for the length of a usds 
particular transmission; 

Acccss to emcrgency services. “Acoess to emergency services“ 
includcs acccm to services, such &9 911 and cnhanced 911, 
providcd by local governments or other public safety 
organizations. 911 is d e h d  ab a service that permits a 
telecommunications user, by dialing the threedigit code ‘991 I:’ 
to call mcrgency services through a Public Scrvice Acccss 
Point (PSAP) operated by the local government. “Enhanced 
91 I” is defined BS 91 1 service that includes the ability to provide 
automatic numbering informaton (ANI), which enables the 
PSAP to call back if thc Fall is diseanoected, and automatic 
location information (ALI), which pennits emergency service 
providus io identie the genpphic location ofthe calling party. 
“Access to emergency services” includes access to 911 and 
cnhanced 911 serviccs to the exlent the local govemmcnt in an 
eligible carrier’s servicc ma has implemented 911 or enhanced 
91 1 systems; 

Access to operator services. “Amss to operator scrvices” is 
defined as access to any automatic or live assistance to a 
consumer to arrangc for billing or completion, or bo% of a 
telephone cnU; 

Access to interexchange service. ”Access to interexchange 
service” is defined BS the use of the Imp, as well BS that portion 
of the switch that is paid for by ths end user, or the functional 
equivalmt of these network elements in the case of a wireless 
canier, necessary to access an interexchange canids network; 

Access to directory assistance. “Acows to directory assistance” 
is defined as access to a sewice that includes, but is m t  limited 
to. making available to customers, upon request, information 
contained in directory listings; and 

Toll limitation for qualifying ~OW-~IUWIIIC consumem. Toll 
limitation for qualifying low-inwme consumern is described in 
subpart E ofthis pal. 

Requirement to offer all dwignnted scrvices. An eligible 
telecommunications canier must offer each of the services set 



forth in paragraph (a) of this section in o d a  to receive f c d d  
universal senrice support. 

(c) Additional time to complete network uplp.adcs. A state 
commission may grant the pclition of a telecommuoications 
carrier that is otherwise eligible to receive universal service 
support d e r  See. 54.201 requesting additional time to complcte 
the nelwork upgrudes needed to provide sing+uly service, 
access to enhanced 911 anice, or toll limitation If such pctition 
is granted. the othawisc eligible telecommunications carrier will 
be pmitted to receive universal service support for the duration 
of the period desipated by the stBle commission. State 
commissions ahodd grant such a request only upon a finding that 
exceptional circumstsnccs prevent an otherwise eligible 
telecommunications wrier from providing single-party' service, 
access to enhanced 911 service, or toll limitatiob The period 
should extend only as long as the relevant state commission finds 
that exceptional circumstancea exist and should not extend beyond 
the time that the state commission deems necessary for that 
eligible telecommunications carria to complete network 
upgrades. An otherwise eligible telecommunications carrier hat is 
incapable of ofking one or mom of these thm specific universal 
services must demonstrate to the state commission that 
exceptional circumstances exist with respect to each service for 
which the canier desks a grant of additional time to complete 
network upgrades. 

Consistent with the above sections. the Commission issued a General Order dated May 20, 
2004, which establishes specific public inter& criteria applicable for applications sccldng 
ETC dssignarion in axeas served by mal telecommunications caniers. 

S W s  Recommendation and Commiwion's Consideration 

The Commission is authorized under Sections 214(e) and 254 of the Communications Act of 
1934 to designate Sprint Nextel as an ETC. Based upon the record evidence, and in 
particular the history of compliance with the Commission's ETC reguletions from both 
Sprint and Nextel Partners. Staff opined that Sprint Nextel continues to meet all of the 
criteria for ETC designation contained in Section 214(e)(I) of the Tele.com Act. as it (1) is a 
common d e r .  (2) currently pmvides each of the supported services required of an ETC 
under 47 C.F.R. Section 54.101(a), and will offer all of those servieea to its universal service 
customen once designated an ETC, (3) advertises the availability of the supported serviccs 
and charges using media of general distribution, (4) offers the q u i &  services using its own 
facilities or a combination of its own facilities and another carrier's services. and (5 )  
identified the service areas through which it will offer and advertise the supported services, 
as well as the public interest criteria adopted by the Commission in the General Order dated 
May 20.2004. 

Staff futlher noted that granting Sprint Nextel's application to consolidate the existing 
desigmtions would streamline the annual certification pmcsss with the FCC and USAC. 
Finally, p t i n g  the application to expand the non-mal designation of Sprint will provide a 
benefit to low-income customers, as Sprint Nextel's Lifeline offerings will be expanded to 
the entirely of the wire centers for which the initial non-nudl designation was granted. For 
these reasons, Staff recommended Spzint Nextel's application shauld be granted. Sprint 
Nextel's rquesf was considered by the Commission at its March 21, 2007 Business and 
Executive Session. On motion of Commissioner Sittig, seconded by Commissioner 
Boissiere. and unanimously adopted, the Commission voted to accept the Staff 
Recommendation and grant Sprint Nextel Corporation's application to amend and consolidate 
its designation as 811 Eligible Telecommunications Carrier. 
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT 

1 .  The Commission's prior designations BS ET& of Sprint in Order U-27509 end Nutel 
P h e r s  in Order U-27289 arc hcrchy consolidated under the name Sprint Nextel. 

2. Sprint Nextel's request to expand the existing ETC designation as set forth in its 
application is haeby grantcd. 

3. This Orda shall be effective immediately. 

BY ORDER OFTHE COMhllSSION 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 

March 29,  2007 

PI JACK "JAY" A. BLOSSMAN 
DISTRICT I ~~-~.__.  . 
CHAIRMAN JACK "JAY" A. BLOSSMAN 

Is/ LAMBERT C. BOI- nr 
DISTRICT 111 
VICE CHAIRMAN LAMBERT c .  BOISSIERE, ni 

[S/ C. DALE SITl'lG 
DISTRICT IV 
COMMISSIONER C. DALE SITTIG 

IS1 JAMES M. MELD 
DISTRICT II 
COMMISSIONER JAMES M. FIELD 

/S/ FOSTER L. C-LL 
DISTRICT V 
COMMISSIONER FOSTER L. CAMPBELL 
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